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Perman. That is the path that is currently being
taken in Florida. “Our mission is to enroll
anyone being treated for prostate cancer with
radiosurgery in Florida into this registry and
track those patients for a total of three years.
We will then make regular reports available to
Medicare regarding the status of any beneficia-
ries receiving treatment.”

CMS recently held a meeting in Baltimore
to discuss the status of radiation therapy for
prostate cancer. At the meeting, CMS recom-
mended that there be no change to current cov-
erage policies regarding radiation therapy for
prostate cancer. CMS also recommended that
there be no national coverage determination,
thereby leaving it up to local intermediaries to
determine coverage decisions. CMS made its
decision based on information provided by the

Medicare Evidence Development & Coverage
Advisory Committee (MEDCAC), an advisory
panel that provides guidance to CMS on vari-
ous clinical topics.

“CMS was essentially standing on the side-
lines waiting to hear from MEDCAC,” says
Heim. “Clinicians on the panel presented some
of the more recent data that has been written
since the ASTRO [Emerging Technology Com-
mittee] report. They focused primarily on five
published studies with 517 patients, which show
good results backing up the hypothesis that
delivery of radiation is going to be a good thing
for patients. CMS concluded that it could not
issue a national coverage determination based
on the data currently available and that existing
coverage would therefore be maintained —
which is good news for patients.” B
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